Science Project Self-Check












         Backboard  Logbook

	Question or Purpose – 

Is it clear what I wanted to find out?
Did I explain in my Logbook how I got interested in this idea? 
(TAB this place as “Origin of Project Idea”)
	
	 

	Hypothesis – 
Does my hypothesis relate to my question?

Is my hypothesis testable?
	
	

	Variables – 
Have I identified my independent variable?

Have I identified my dependent variable?

Have I listed the variables I controlled (kept constant)?

If a control was necessary, have I explained how and why I set it up?
	
	

	Procedure – 
Does my procedure test my hypothesis?

Did I write my DETAILED procedure clearly enough that someone else could follow it and repeat my experiment without any other instructions? (Remember how helpful diagrams can be!)
Did I repeat my tests (do multiple trials) to validate results?
	
	

	Data and Observations – 
Are all original observations and data recorded in my logbook? 

Are my results easily understood from my WELL-LABELED tables, graphs, and written descriptions?
	
	

	Conclusion -
Is my conclusion clearly stated?

Is my conclusion supported by my observations and results?

Did I discuss how the results did or did not support my hypothesis?

Did I discuss any factors which could have made a difference in my results?

Did I explain the science? (scientific principles involved in my project)

Did I refer to my background research and explain how it applies to my project?

Did I explain what is important or interesting about my project? 

Did I make suggestions for further research: what would be a good next step?
	
	

	Research -
Are my background research notes in my logbook? 

Did I include notes about other studies that relate to my topic?

Do my research notes include information about sources?

Remember to TAB pages!
	(Optional on Backboard)
	


	Bibliography – (Follow format from “How to Cite Sources” handout)
Did I include a COMPLETE bibliography of my research resources?

Print sources?

Person source(s) (Position or title, area of expertise)?
Internet sources?
	(Optional on Backboard)
	

	Approval Certificate (only for those project types listed below)
Approval Certificate is required for projects involving

animals, humans, hazardous substances.
Is Approval Certificate completed (top and bottom sections)?

Is Approval Certificate taped inside front cover of Logbook?

Permission slips required for human test subjects under 18 years old.

(permission slips should be in a manila envelope, back of Logbook)
	
	

	Did I include ALL work done on my project in my Logbook?
Planning ideas, dates, times, observations, data, interview notes, rough drafts of write-up, sketches, diagrams, photos.

If I had false starts, obstacles, or had to make other changes, did I record all my progress, including any changes in procedure?
	
	

	Abstract – 
Does my abstract clearly summarize my project?

Is my abstract attached inside the front cover of my logbook?
	(Optional on Backboard)
	

	Display – 
Did I include 

A Title

Name, Grade and School

All sections on the Display handout (remember Variables )

Acknowledgement (thanking those who helped, if any)

Is my Logbook attached with a string at LEAST 1 meter long?

Partner projects: a COMPLETE logbook for each partner.

Does my backboard capture attention and interest?

Are sections neatly labeled and organized in a logical order? 

Could most people get a good idea of what my project is about and understand my results with a brief look at my display?

Are spelling and grammar correct?
Does my backboard meet all size & safety requirements (see handout)?
	
	

	Creativity, Insight, Inspiration, Enlightenment
Does my project show original thought or insight in:

The question I asked?

My approach to solving the problem?

My analysis and interpretation of the data?

My design, construction or use of equipment or materials? 
	
	


